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DETAILED ACTION 

Restriction to one of tine following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-7, drawn to an arm, classified in class 414, subclass 722. 

II. Claims 8-10, drawn to a method of assembling an arm, classified in class 
29, subclass 428. 

Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the arm could be made of separate parts 
welded together in place instead of welded into a plate and bent into an arm. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Regarding claims 8-10, these claims are improper method claims since they lack 
active steps, i. e., "ing" steps. See Ex Parte Kharasch 39USPQ123. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ball, et al in view of Rogers. 

It would have been obvious to construct the arm in Ball comprising thick and thin 
sections in view of the teaching in Rogers (figure 2). 

Regarding the product by process steps in the instant claims these steps are 
given no patentable weight since the claims are apparatus claims. 

Regarding claim 7, note the base plate and boss in Ball. The exact thickness of 
the plates would have been an obvious matter of design and/or choice dependent upon 
the expected loading. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ball, 
et al. in view of Japanese reference 1 1-21939. 

It would have been obvious to use a corner and plate arrangement as set forth in 
claims 1 , 3, 4 and 5 in lieu of the plate in Ball in view of the arms in figures 1 , 5 and 7 
of the Japanese reference. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Donald Underwood whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6933. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thursday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-7097. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Donald Underwood/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3652 

111908 



